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S Asia is 'worst for snake bites'

South Asia has the highest
number of casualties from
snake bites in the world, a new
study suggests.

It found that more than 400,000
people a year are poisoned by
snake bites worldwide, with
20,000 deaths annually.

The research published by the US
based Public Library of Science
Medicine involved data from 68
countries.

The report says that the true magnitude
of the problem is not known

India, with its population of over a billion people, accounted for the
highest estimated number of bites and deaths for a single country.

'Tropical phenomenon'

Researchers led by Janaka De Silva at the University of Kelaniya in Sri

Lanka say that conservative estimates suggest 421,000 cases of
"envenoming" - or venom released through biting - occur each year,

with 20,000 people dying as a result of being poisoned by snake bites.

India had the highest nhumber of
people poisoned - just over
80,000, resulting in 11,000 deaths
- followed by Sri Lanka with 33,000
people poisoned. Most victims are
male.

Researchers say the numbers could
be higher because many
snakebites are not reported -
especially in rural areas where (44
many victims do not have access
to good health care and rely on
traditional remedies.

"The fact that snakebite varies report

Snakebites cause

considerable morbidity and
mortality worldwide 99

Public Library of Science Medicine

geographically and seasonally, that it is mainly a rural tropical
phenomenon where reporting and record keeping is poor and that
health-seeking behaviour is diverse with traditional treatments being
sometimes preferred to Western medicine, all contribute to the
difficulties faced when studying its epidemiology," the report says.

"The true magnitude of the public health threat posed by snakebites in
these countries (and elsewhere in the world) is unknown, which makes

it hard for public health officials to optimise the prevention and
treatment of snakebites in their respective countries."

Of the 3,000 or so snake species that exist in the world, the report
says, about 600 are venomous. They exist on every continent except

Antarctica.

Bookmark with:

Delicious Digg reddit

E-mail this to a friend

FEATURES, VIEWS, ANALYSIS

-
Ghost town
Has China's housing

The guerilla plant
How the world's

Facebook

& Printable version

What are these?

StumbleUpon

Walking away
Why Royal Ballet

SEE ALSO
Orissa assembly faces snake fear
24 Nov 04 | South Asia

Cult dance banned by Indian court
11 Mar 04 | South Asia

India's endangered snake charmers
09 Feb 04 | South Asia

Snake charmers put on a show
18 Aug 01 | South Asia

RELATED INTERNET LINKS

Public Library of Science Medicine report
The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites
TOP SOUTH ASIA STORIES

Nato's Afghan death toll mounts

Dalit murders death penalty dropped
Sri Lanka cabinet meets in north

rj | News feeds

MOST POPULAR STORIES NOW

SHARED READ WATCHED/LISTENED

BBC News
BBC News
BBC News
BBC News
BBC News
BBC News
BBC News
BBC News
BBC News
BBC News

Most popular now, in detail


http://news.bbc.co.uk/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/video_and_audio/news_summary/8070822.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/video_and_audio/news_summary/8070822.stm
http://newsvote.bbc.co.uk/mpapps/pagetools/email/news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/7708888.stm
http://newsvote.bbc.co.uk/mpapps/pagetools/email/news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/7708888.stm
http://newsvote.bbc.co.uk/mpapps/pagetools/print/news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/7708888.stm?ad=1
http://newsvote.bbc.co.uk/mpapps/pagetools/print/news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/7708888.stm?ad=1
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/bsp/hi/live_stats/html/map.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/bsp/hi/live_stats/html/map.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-devon-40364632
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-devon-40364632
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-40366646
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-40366646
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-40362094
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-40362094
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-40363063
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-40363063
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-40363671
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-40363671
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-40366816
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-40366816
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-birmingham-40364821
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-birmingham-40364821
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-china-40363281
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-china-40363281
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-40363390
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-40363390
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-40365245
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-40365245
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/bsp/hi/live_stats/html/map.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/bsp/hi/live_stats/html/map.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/americas/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/americas/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/business/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/business/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/health/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/health/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/technology/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/technology/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/entertainment/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/entertainment/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/also_in_the_news/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/also_in_the_news/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/video_and_audio/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/video_and_audio/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/programmes/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/programmes/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/talking_point/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/talking_point/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/in_pictures/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/in_pictures/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/country_profiles/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/country_profiles/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/in_depth/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/in_depth/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/sport1/hi/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/sport1/hi/default.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/weather/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/weather/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/onthisday
http://www.bbc.co.uk/onthisday
http://www.bbc.co.uk/blogs/theeditors/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/blogs/theeditors/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/urdu/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/hindi/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bengali/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/pashto/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/nepali/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/tamil/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/sinhala/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/languages/
http://newsvote.bbc.co.uk/mpapps/pagetools/email/news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/7708888.stm
http://newsvote.bbc.co.uk/mpapps/pagetools/email/news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/7708888.stm
http://newsvote.bbc.co.uk/mpapps/pagetools/print/news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/7708888.stm?ad=1
http://newsvote.bbc.co.uk/mpapps/pagetools/print/news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/7708888.stm?ad=1
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/4039595.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/4039595.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/3501706.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/3501706.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/3465941.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/3465941.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/1497911.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/1497911.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/go/relintlink/IFS+News+v3/ext/-/http://medicine.plosjournals.org/perlserv/?request=get-document&doi=10.1371/journal.pmed.0050218
http://www.bbc.co.uk/go/relintlink/IFS+News+v3/ext/-/http://medicine.plosjournals.org/perlserv/?request=get-document&doi=10.1371/journal.pmed.0050218
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/news/10633834
http://news.bbc.co.uk/news/10633834
http://news.bbc.co.uk/news/10627073
http://news.bbc.co.uk/news/10627073
http://news.bbc.co.uk/news/world-south+asia-10630548
http://news.bbc.co.uk/news/world-south+asia-10630548
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/help/3223484.stm?rss=/rss/newsonline_world_edition/south_asia/rss.xml
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/help/3223484.stm?rss=/rss/newsonline_world_edition/south_asia/rss.xml
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/bsp/hi/live_stats/html/map.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/bsp/hi/live_stats/html/map.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-17390729
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-17390729
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-17390729
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-17390729
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-18551857
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-18551857
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-18551857
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-18551857
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/programmes/newsnight/9705123.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/programmes/newsnight/9705123.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/programmes/newsnight/9705123.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/programmes/newsnight/9705123.stm
http://del.icio.us/post?url=http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/7708888.stm&title=S%20Asia%20is%20%27worst%20for%20snake%20bites%27
http://del.icio.us/post?url=http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/7708888.stm&title=S%20Asia%20is%20%27worst%20for%20snake%20bites%27
http://digg.com/submit?url=http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/7708888.stm&title=S%20Asia%20is%20%27worst%20for%20snake%20bites%27
http://digg.com/submit?url=http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/7708888.stm&title=S%20Asia%20is%20%27worst%20for%20snake%20bites%27
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/7708888.stm&title=S%20Asia%20is%20%27worst%20for%20snake%20bites%27
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/7708888.stm&title=S%20Asia%20is%20%27worst%20for%20snake%20bites%27
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/7708888.stm
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/7708888.stm
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/7708888.stm&title=S%20Asia%20is%20%27worst%20for%20snake%20bites%27
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/7708888.stm&title=S%20Asia%20is%20%27worst%20for%20snake%20bites%27
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/help/6915817.stm

