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Shanthi is a public health physician and paediatrician with expertise in injury prevention, trauma
outcomes, health of minoritised ethnic groups, disability and accessible transport. Before
returning to work clinically since the pandemic, Shanthi was a Professor of Epidemiology at the
University of Auckland where she held roles as Deputy Head of the School of Population Health,
Director of the Injury Prevention Research Centre, Director of the Population Health Intensive in
the Medical Programme and Chair of the Adolescent Health Research Group. Working with
highly productive multidisciplinary teams and international collaborations, Shanthi’s research
addresses evidence to practice gaps in achieving equitable health and social outcomes for
underserved communities. She works at the intersections of healthcare delivery and community
wellbeing with a strong commitment to Te Tiriti o Waitangi, social justice and collective action.

Selected research project engagements in the past 10 years

Achieving Healthy Futures for children surviving hospitalized injuries - Principal Investigator,
Health Research Council of NZ (HRC) Project investigating discharge plans and approaches to
equity-focused models of care for injured children transitioning from hospital to community
Pathways to healing of Pacific children surviving injury — Senior supervising Investigator, HRC.
Pacific project grant exploring lived experiences and health outcomes of Pacific, Maaori and
other NZ children in the 12 months following a hospitalized injury. (PI: Dr Seini Taufa)

RESTORE (NHMRC) - Shanthi leads the paediatric component of this large prospective study
investigating outcomes following major trauma in Victoria, Australia (PI: Prof Belinda Gabbe)
YourCall Project (HRC) — Pl of this RCT demonstrating the effectiveness of a mobile-health
intervention in reducing hazardous drinking among patients discharged from trauma wards
Traffic-related Injury in the Pacific (The Wellcome Trust / HRC) — Project Director and Co-Pl of
road injury project in Fiji, Samoa, Palau and the Cook Islands, with the Fiji National University
Prospective Outcomes of Injury Study (HRC/ACC) — Auckland-based investigator of this cohort
study investigating long-term disability in 2200 ACC claimants (PI: Prof Sarah Derrett)

Injury VIBES (NHMRC) — Co-investigator of this large project collating evidence on non-fatal
impacts of injury using pooled data from Australia, UK, US and Canada. (PI: Belinda Gabbe)
BIONIC 10 (HRC) — Co-investigator of this cohort study, co-leading the outcomes strand
investigating the impacts of traumatic brain injury in the Waikato region (PI: A/Prof Kelly Jones)
Inclusive Streetscapes (HRC) — Pl of Community-based participatory research project examining
barriers to active travel among older people and people with disabilities in the Auckland region
Manawataki Fatu Fatu (Heart Foundation & Healthier Lives Science Challenge): Co-investigator
of program addressing CVD inequities in Maori & Pacific people (PI: Prof M Harwood, Dr C Grey)
Thriving at Crossroads (HRC) — Lead investigator of quantitative strand in project focusing on the
mental wellbeing of ethnic minority youth with intersectional identities(PI: A/Prof R Peiris-John)

R4Aotearoa (HRC) — Co-investigator of project investigating impacts of racism on rangatahi
Maori and other youth in Aotearoa NZ (PI: A/P Sarah-Jane Paine)

Advisory roles and commissions in the past 10 years (selected list)

WHO-UNICEF-Lancet Commission on Child Health (Co-chair, Governance group)
WHO Adolescent Health Research Expert Advisory Group

WHO Expert Advisory Group on Violence and Injury Prevention

WHO Technical Advisory Group on Road Traffic Injury Prevention

WHO International Organising Committee — World Conferences in Injury Prevention
Editorial Board — Journal of Adolescent Health

National Clinical Network - Trauma | Rehabilitation & Transitions in Care (2024-)

National Institute for Stroke and Neurosciences, AUT University: Research Associate (2018-)
COVID-19 Disability Network Advisor, Ministry of Health (2020)

Clinical and Scientific Advisor, Muscular Dystrophy Association of NZ (2020)

Royal Australasian College of Physicians — Adolescent & Young Adult Medicine Committee
Royal Australasian College of Surgeons — NZ Trauma Committee (2005-13, 2024-)

Honors (selected list)

2025 International Visiting Fellow, University of Kelaniya, Sri Lanka

2024 Clinical Research Development Award, Health Research Council of NZ (HRC)
2021 Rue Wright Memorial Award, Royal Australasian College of Physicians

2013 Te Manaia Leadership Award: Injury Prevention Network of Aotearoa

1996 John C Hume Award — Johns Hopkins School of Public Health, USA

1996 Delta Omega Honours — Honorary Society of Public Health, USA

Academic/research:
380+ peer-reviewed journal articles, 9 book chapters and NZ$50+ million in external grants from
the HRC, NHMRC, The Wellcome Trust, Heart Foundation, National Science Challenges and ACC.

Publications (selected list):
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mailto:s.ameratunga@auckland.ac.nz

	Slide 1

