
 

 

Instructions for collecting of water samples for  

Bacteriological Analysis 

 

 Please follow the instructions carefully to obtain valid results.  You are provided with a sterile bottle to collect water.  
Keep the bottle unopened until it is required for filling. 

 
A. Collection of a water sample from a tap 

 
1. Wipe the outlet with a piece of clean cloth to remove any dirt. 

 

2. Wash your hands with soap and water. 
 

3. Open the tap and allow the water to run for 30 seconds. 
 

4. Wipe the mouth of the tap with surgical alcohol and leave it for 2 min.  If the tap is metal, flame the mouth of 
the tap with a lighter and leave for 2 min.  

 

5. Open the tap and allow the water to run for 30 seconds. 
 

6. Open the lid of the bottle while holding the cap face downward, fill the bottle (without rinsing).  Leave a small 
air space. 

 

7. Replace the cap immediately. 
 

8. Fill up the label and paste it on the bottle. 
 

9. Transport the bottle to the Department of Medical Microbiology, Faculty of Medicine, Ragama in a Styrofoam 
(Regifoam) box packed with ice.  If you can transport the sample within an hour you may do so without packing 
in ice. 

 
 

B. Collection of a water sample from a well 
 
1. Use a normal bucket and a rope to draw the water. 

 
2. Carefully lower the bucket into the well until it is approximately 1 – 2 feet below the surface. 

 
3. Draw the bucket out and transfer the water sample into the sterile bottle provided and replace the lid 

immediately. 
 

4. Transport the bottle to the Department of Medical Microbiology, Faculty of Medicine, Ragama in a Styrofoam 
(Regifoam) box packed with ice.  If you can transport the sample within an hour you may do so in room 
temperature. 
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